
Colorado Blues Society Rules and Information 

2016 Colorado Blues Challenge 

What is a band? What is a solo/duo? The IBC adheres to the following criteria for what constitutes a band and what constitutes a solo/duo act.  

 Band - any act with three or more musicians. Vocalists are counted as musicians for the purpose of this competition. Both electric 
and acoustic instruments are allowed.  

 Solo/Duo - any act with one or two musicians. Vocalists are counted as musicians for the purpose of this competition. Both electric 
and acoustic instruments are allowed.  

 An individual musician may compete in more than one act in our local competition  

 A musician may compete in the Band Division and the Solo/Duo Division (each act would need to enter with a $25 entry). If that 
individual won in both the Band and Solo/Duo Finals they would have to declare immediately after the Band Finals which Memphis 
event they were going to compete in. The runner-up to them in the other division would become the CBS representative (this is a 
variation on the Blues Foundation rules which do not allow competing in both of the IBC Finals in Memphis) 

Time Limit: Bands will have a 20 minute time limit in the CBS IBC opening round competition. Bands in the FINALS will have a 25 minute time 
limit.  Bands will lose points for going over the time limit (no penalty for going under). The clock starts with the first note or word you speak, so 
if you introduce the band, that is part of your time, so think about that when you are up there.  

Scoring: Judges use the same scoring system used by the Blues Foundation for the IBC Finals. Categories include Talent, Vocal, Blues Content, 
Stage Presence and Originality. A score from 1 to 10 (High) is given in each category:  

 Blues Content: Everyone has his or her own interpretation of what is and is not Blues. Thus, any given judge panel will include 
members with varying opinions of Blues, covering the spectrum of Blues whenever possible, from the most traditional to soul/blues 
electric and rock/blues. No one style is considered more relevant than another.  

 Vocals: The acts vocal skills.  

 Talent: The acts instrumental skills.  

 Originality: Original work is encouraged but not mandatory. Cover tunes ARE allowed but it would not be wise to do all covers, nor 
to play the recorded rendition lick by lick. It would be wise to let the audience know when you are performing originals. Bands will 
submit their IBC set list to the IBC Chairman the week before they are scheduled to play with song authors listed. If unknown, you 
can list the author as ‘unknown’)  

 Stage Presence: Most contestants have performed on stage enough to know that they are not simply playing music, but putting on a 
show. It can involve how a band looks, dresses, interacts with the audience, as well as how it ‘moves’ on the stage. This category 
rates how "sellable" a band may be.  

To reflect the relative importance of each category in the success of a band, a band's score in each category is weighted. Raw 
scores for Blues Content is multiplied by four, Talent and Vocals by three and Originality and Stage Presence are multiplied by two. 
The total in each category represents the Weighted Score for that category. Total possible weighted score is 140. (Scoring example: 
10 in blues content = 40; 6 in vocal=18; 10 in talent =30; 3 in originality=6; 10 in presence=20; adding all 5 categories equals a Total 
Weighted Score of 114 from 1 judge).  

 Penalty Points:  A band is penalized one point from its Total Weighted Score (see above) for each ten seconds that it runs overtime. 
There is no penalty for using less than the allotted time.  

Eligibility:  The only artists who are deemed ineligible for the International Blues Challenge are artists whose have been nominated for a Blues 
Music Award—whose name has appeared on a final Blues Music Award ballot--in the 30-year history of the Blues Music Awards (and formerly 
the W.C. Handy Awards). A searchable database of past nominees can be found at  
http://www.blues.org/search/handys.php. All other musicians who have had peripheral and/or professional contact through performance with 
a Blues Music Award nominee, including but not limited to, touring band members and studio musicians, are deemed eligible for the IBC.  For 
the purpose of the IBC, being named on a final ballot for the Blues Music Awards is the dividing line with regard to eligibility.  Please review the 
detailed Blues Foundation Rules at:  http://www.blues.org/ibc/rules.php                                                                                       
Monetary Awards: CBS holds this event to select the performers that will represent us in Memphis at the International Blues Challenge Finals , 
January 2014 .The money collected through the Colorado events is distributed equally among the performers we are sending to help pay their 
expenses in Memphis. The winning Band and Solo/Duo acts are expected to go to Memphis, if they do not wish to go, then the money is 
awarded to the runner-up to go in their place.     

Bandleaders!!! PLEASE discuss the rules with your members!!! It is amazing the number of musicians who ask questions about the rules –don’t 
know them- after they have already played. There is a wealth of misinterpretations out there!!!!!!  
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